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US provides grant 
aid to preserve 

s�21 prison items 
!i11n Mr1�n 
r11COO.�UO(Q)kl1nirrlln1u•,k11,c0m 

'Th� IJnlrcd StolcR IR 
illllYkll11ijO $7S,0il(t 
11n1111 fo, lhc ill CNCr• 
vlllluu 1111{1 CHIii• 

lo11uln11 of hc111� worn by 
1111nn1e" 1111d JlllflrdN or 1hc 
S·21 pris1111,hul11u1hc Kh111cr 
l\ouwc rc11i111 . 

'I he �r:int nsrcc111cn1 w11:1 
sluncd yc,tcrdny lly ('11flurc 
Minister l'hoi,111 nw Snckonu 
nnd US i\111hn�sodor l'n1rick 
Murphy 111 th� Tuol Sleni; 
,cnoc,tlc M11sc11111, fo1111crly 

�nown us S-21. 
The 1111rcc111c111 ,s phrisc 

1wo of II p1ojec1 c111i1lcd 
"Com,crvntion of'20th Cc111ury 
Hh11011rophlcObjcc1s", which 
ulrn� to preserve clo1hcs und 
shoes, for ,csco, h nnd displny 
01 the museum, 

M• Sockonn suid 111 the 
signlnll ce r emony the 
one-ycnr project nlms 10 

11roN •rvo more thn11 S,000 
lic111 which w I' worn hy 
s-21 ,I •111f11cc111111(1 flUllrtl•. 

"All lhCNC ltc11111 will
No,vc 1111 ldstoilcnl cvidc11ce 
1(11• 1ho 111u1ly nnd ,cnc111cl1 
11110 the cil111c� cop1mlttcd 
hy lhc K hn1c1 ltou11e n»nlnNI 
1111111011" of l11nocc111 people 
1'10111 1975-1 1/79," t1hc s11l1J. 

M� S1,ck1111n snid 1h01 1hc 
fl111d11 will nlt10 be used Ill 
trnl1l llltlthJUlll Nlnff Oil 
mclhod• 10 preserve lhc 
i1cm•. 

"'rids pr escrvot 1011 
p1ojcc1 111 1101 only 10 Rnvc 
1hc histoiicnl cvidc11cc, but 
nlso tu 11ivc II very i111po1111111 
hcnd11 10 lhc m11Nc11111 in the 
form of 1rni11i1111 f,.r the Muff, 
lo ell\Ul'C the sustoin11bili1y 
of 1hc nwscum 's conscrvn• 
1io11 clfo,ts in the f'11111rc," 
she snid. 

Ms Suckon11 sold 
Cnn,bodin plo11s 10 cxhlbil the 
items in 2022. 

Mr M111r1hy Mnld 1hc i1e111H 
11,icil by vlctl11111 con he 11Ncd 
10 ed11c111U pco11lc 10 prevent 
n,1u,c 1111�edlc1. 

"1 hc"e nrc •ncrcd ohjcc111, 
'1'11,;y lll'e nlBo proof lllid 
phynlc11I evidence of whnt 
1nok pince. 'I hey cnn help 
c1lu 'IIIC IIN oil now 11nd in lhC 
i11111re, ucnc101ions who will 
dcspcrnlcly 11cc<l 1hc kind of 
cd11c111lo11 10 know cxoc1ly 
whr,t 1011k pli1cc, 111111 how we 
c1111 c11N11rc ii docsn'I hnppcn 
H1:;ni11," he ,mid. 

')'he project is ,rnplc• 
mcntcd by the Tuol Slc1111 
Ocnodllc Musc111n wi1h lcch• 
nicul suppo,1 of Julia Hrcnan, 
u 1cxtilc conservotionist hnAcd 
111 Wnshi11u1011 D , who has 
tmined the 11111scu111 Ntuff to 
sustuin 1hc project 011 lhcir
own. 

The 1cx1ilo-conscrv111ion 
includes preservation irolning 
wo,·kshops nnd 1rl11ge, 1rcut-
111c nt, cornloguing, nnd 

NATION 5 

Mo Sacko1111 to/15 ombll!J:iy of/lc/01:; a/Jo111 p,ovo,v/110 of clotho:i of vlc1frn1J, KT/Chor llokunthofl 

Hclcctlnjj lic111N forttnl\: 101111• 
ICllll displny, 

In 20 17, lhc Cullure 
Ml11is1ry rcccive,I o 1111111 of 
S:IS,500 for 1hc llrst ph1111e or 
1110 p1cscrv111io11 1irojcct, ·1 he 
project wM 1he li111 cver clrcut 
to documc111 1111d preserve 1hc 
clothini; of S-21 victims, 
wh lch hud been 1torcd for 
decndcs at 1hc 11111scum, 

Ms Hrcnnn ycstcrdny suid 
the project 111iliscs o drybox 
d,ybcad microcli111u1c 6Yhtcm, 
u 1cch11i,1ue of drying 1111d 
llfCSCl'Ving clothing 1hat Orlil• 
inates from u�e in ogricuhurc. 

She said the prujec1 is 10 
preserve the historical identity 
for younll people 10 cany 
nnwnrd for future. 

"T'hcsc arc olso ngcnls for 
socict�I chnn11e nncl we nr? 

vc,y ncti,vcly 111nkin11 and 
crcuting o Combo<lfon wm1cr
vt11io11 idcn1hy, So we're 
crc111in11 n 11ew ldcn1ity and u 
new gcncrnlion of'peo1ile who 
c1111 cnr ry  conscrvallon 
forward," she said. 

Chhny Vlsoth, director of 
'ruol Slcnu Ocnocldc 
Mu�cum, yrncrdoy sold 1h01 
1hc isovcrnrncnl locks skills 
10 preserve the S-21 items. 

"'I hiH project is lmporti1111 
because we con build up our 
stnrr, copnchy to prcRcrvc 
lhc vic1im's tcx1ilcs," he said. 
"The 11ovcrnmcn1 will 
con1inuc 10 triage, ircat and 
catalogue the hems even if' 
lhe US stops givinll aid for 
1hls conscrvn1lo11." 

Mr Visolh ulso cnllcd for 
nil genocide museums in 

11mbodiu IO C<HIWCt his 
office forpre11Crvn1ion of1hcir 
ilc1111. 

An csti111:11cd 1.7 million 
pC(>plc dicJ ol' ovcrwotk. •lllr• 
v111i1111, di111:a11en11d cxcc111ion 
under the Khmer Roui;c, 
including more than 20,000 
01 S-21. 

hum Mey, 87, a survivor 
of1hc S-2 1 prison, yc11crday 
lauded the project bccnu•c it 
oim• 10 preserve evidence of 
cruelly left by lhc Khmer 
Roug<! regime. I le aa,d he 
hopes 1hc youngcrgcncrn1io11 
wlll,lcnm from i1. 

"It is very importa,11 for 
1hc younger gcncra1io11 and 
1f we do 1101 preserve 1111 1hc 
evidence, 1hey will 1101 know 
aboul what happened," Mr 
Mey said,■ 


